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“There would be no Easter if there hadn’t been a Christmas,  

but Christmas would mean nothing if there hadn’t been an Easter.” 

- Gordon B. Hinckley 

 
F o r  n o  p a r t i c u l a r  re a s o n  I ’ v e  s p e n t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  l a s t  

w e e k  c o m p a r i n g  E a s t e r  t o  C h r i s t m a s .   

M a y be  i t ’ s  be c a u s e  t h e y  bo t h  f e l l  s o  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  

t h i s  y e a r ?  T h e re  w a s n ’ t  a  w h o l e  l o t  o f  t i m e  t o  

c o m p l e t e l y  d e c o m p re s s  f ro m  A d v e n t  a n d  C h r i s t m a s  

b e f o re  a l l  o f  a  s u d d e n  L e n t  a n d  E a s t e r  a re  u p o n  u s .  O r  

m a y be  i t ’ s  be c a u s e  I ’ m  s t a r t i n g  t o  p r e p  E a s t e r  

m a t e r i a l  w h i l e  i t  s t i l l  l o o k s  l i k e  C h r i s t m a s  o u t s i d e  m y  

o f f i c e  w i n d o w ?  

E i t h e r  w a y ,  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y  w e  h a v e  t h e s e  t w o  g re a t  

r e l i g i o u s  h o l i d a y s  –  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  E a s t e r  –  t h a t  a re  

n o t  o n l y  i m p o r t a n t  o n  t h e  c h u rc h  c a l e n d a r  bu t  

m e a n i n g f u l  t o  t h e  s e c u l a r  w o r l d ,  a s  w e l l .  C h r i s t m a s  

a n d  E a s t e r .  T w o  h o l i d a y s  t h a t  I  f e e l  a re  c o m p e t i n g  

w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  f o r  o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  

F o r  m o s t  o f  o u r  s o c i e t y  t o d a y ,  I  s u s p e c t  t h e re  w i l l  b e  

n o  c o m p e t i o n .  C h r i s t m a s  w i n s  h a n d s  d o w n .  I t ’ s  t h a t  

m a g i c a l  t i m e  o f  y e a r  w h e n  w e  g a t h e r  w i t h  f a m i l y  a n d  

f r i e n d s  t o  s i n g  c a ro l s ,  d e c o r a t e  t h e  t r e e ,  a n d  

e x c h a n g e  g i f t s .  C h r i s t m a s  i s  t h e  c l i m a x  o f  e v e r y bo d y ’ s  

w h o l e  y e a r .  A n d ,  y o u  d o n ’ t  a c t u a l l y  h a v e  t o  be  a  

C h ri s t i a n  t o  c e l e br a t e  i t .  J u s t  h a n g  s o m e  l i g h t s  o n  a n  

e v e rg re e n  t re e ,  t h r o w  a n  i n f l a t i b l e  S a n t a  C l a u s  o u t  i n  

t h e  f ro n t  y a rd ,  a n d  y o u ’ v e  g o t  y o u r s e l f  C h r i s t m a s .  

E a s t e r ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i s  j u s t  a n o t h e r  d a y  o n  t h e  

c a l e n d a r … a  c h a n c e  t o  m a y be  g e t  a w a y  f o r  a  w e e k ’ s  

v a c a t i o n  i f  y o u ’ re  l u c k y  e n o u g h  t o  h a v e  s c h o o l s  be  

c l o s e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  s a m e  w e e k .  T h e re ’ s  n o  g i f t  

e x c h a n g e .  N o  E a s t e r  c o o k i e s .  T h e  d e c o ra t i o n s  a re  

m o s t l y  c o l o re d  e g g s  a n d  bu n n y  ra b bi t s .  W h e n  

c o m p a re d  t o  a l l  t h e  w o n d e r  o f  C h r i s t m a s ,  E a s t e r  i s  a  

d i s t a n t l y  s e c o n d - ra t e  h o l i d a y .  

B u t  t h a t ’ s  o u t  i n  t h e  w o r l d  be y o n d  o u r  c h u r c h e s  w h e re  

w e  a l l  k n o w  s e c u l a r l i s m  a n d  c o m m e rc i a l i s m  re i g n  

s u p re m e .  L e t ’ s  c o m p a re  t h e  w a y  o u r  c h u rc h e s  

c e l e b ra t e  t h e  t w o  h o l i d a y s  a n d  s e e  w h a t  h a p p e n s  

i n s i d e  o u r  w a l l s .   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T h e  s a n c t u a ry  a t  C h r i s t m a s  h a s  n a t i v i t y  s e t s ,  p o i n s e t t i a s ,  a n d  e v e rg re e n  

t re e s .  T h e  s a n c t u a r y  a t  E a s t e r  h a s  e m p t y  c ro s s e s ,  l i l i e s ,  a n d  p a l m  

b r a n c h e s .  A t  C h r i s t m a s ,  w e  s i n g  t h o s e  s p e c i a l  c a ro l s  t h a t  w e  h o l d  n e a r  

a n d  d e a r  t o  o u r  h e a r t s .  A t  E a s t e r ,  t h e r e ’ s  a l l  t h o s e  w o n d e r f u l  h y m n s  t h a t  

i t  j u s t  w o u l d n ’ t  be  E a s t e r  S u n d a y  m o rn i n g  i f  w e  d i d n ’ t  s i n g .  O n e  h a s  a  

s p e c i a l  c a n d l e l i g h t  s e rv i c e  o n  C h r i s t m a s  E v e  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  h a s  a  

s p e c i a l  s u n r i s e  s e r v i c e  o n  E a s t e r  m o r n i n g .  B o t h  h a v e  a  f o r t y  d a y  p e r i o d  

o f  p re p a ra t i o n  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  t h e m  –  C h r i s t m a s  w i t h  A d v e n t  a n d  E a s t e r  

w i t h  L e n t .  

S o ,  i t  s e e m s  t h a t  w i t h i n  o u r  c h u rc h e s ,  w e ’ v e  m a d e  i t  s o  t h e re ’ s  n o  r e a l  

d i f f e re n c e  be t w e e n  t h e  w a y  w e  h a n d l e  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  E a s t e r .  A n d  t h a t ’ s  

t o o  b a d  be c a u s e  t h e re  re a l l y  s h o u l d  be  a  h u g e  d i f f e re n c e  be t w e e n  t h e  

t w o .  O n e  o f  t h e  t w o  i s ,  f a r  a n d  a w a y ,  m o re  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r .  

T h e  e v e n t s  o f  E a s t e r ,  be g i n n i n g  a t  n o o n  o n  G o o d  F r i d ay  a n d  c o n t i n i n u i n g  

t h ro u g h  u n t i l  e a r l y  S u n d a y  m o rn i n g ,  a re  w h a t  m a rk s  u s  a s  C h r i s t i a n s .  

T h e y  p ro v i d e  t h e  n e c e s s a ry  s a c r i f i c a l  d e a t h  o n  t h e  c ro s s  a s  a n  a t o n e m e n t  

f o r  o u r  s i n s  a n d  t h e  t r i u m p h  o f  t h e  e m p t y  t o m b t h a t  o f f e rs  e a c h  o f  u s  n e w  

l i v e s  t h ro u g h  t h e  p re s e n c e  o f  a  r i s e n  C h r i s t .   

C h r i s t m a s  o f f e r s  C h r i s t i a n s  n o n e  o f  t h a t .  I f  J e s u s  h a d  n o t  d i e d  o n  t h e  

c ro s s  f o r  t h e  f o rg i v e n e s s  o f  o u r  s i n s ,  h i s  b i r t h  w o u l d  h a v e  be e n  j u s t  

a n o t h e r  n i g h t  i n  l a t e  D e c e m be r .  I f  t h e  t o m b  h a d  n o t  b e e n  e m p t y ,  t h e  

m a n g e r  w o u l d  m a k e  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  d i f f e re n c e .   

I n  t h e  e n t i re  N e w  T e s t a m e n t ,  t h e re  i s  n o t  a  s i n g l e  re f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  v i rg i n  

b i r t h  o f  J e s u s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  n a t i v i t y  s t o ry … a n d  t h e  n a t i v i t y  s t o ry  i t s e l f  i s  

o n l y  m e n t i o n e d  by  M a t t h e w  a n d  L u k e .  M a rk  a n d  J o h n  c l e a r l y  d i d n ’ t  

c o n s i d e r  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  C h r i s t m a s  w o r t h  re c o rd i n g .  

B u t  t h e  d e a t h  a n d  r e s u r re c t i o n  o f  J e s u s  i s  a  d i f f e re n t  s t o ry  a l t o g e t h e r .  

T h o s e  t w o  e v e n t s  c o m e  u p  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a i n  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  N e w  

T e s t a m e n t .  A l l  f o u r  g o s p e l s ,  A c t s  o f  t h e  A p o s t l e s ,  R e v e l a t i o n ,  a n d  a l l  bu t  

t h re e  o f  t h e  t w e n t y - o n e  e p i s t l e s  m e n t i o n  t h e m  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  W h e n  t h e  f i r s t  

C h r i s t i a n s  p re a c h e d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  i t  w a s  t h e  e m p t y  t o m b t h e y  w e re  

t a l k i n g  a bo u t .  I t  w a s  t h e i r  f u n d a m e n t a l  f a i t h  i n  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h a t  f i r s t  

E a s t e r  S u n d a y  t h a t  m a d e  t h e m  s t a n d  o u t  f ro m  o t h e r  J e w s  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  

e s t a bl i s h  t h e i r  o w n  c h u rc h .  

I f  J e s u s  d i d  n o t  d i e  a n d  r i s e  a g a i n ,  t h e n  w e  h a v e  a l l  s pe n t  2 0 0 0  y e a rs  

f o l l o w i n g  a  m i s g u i d e d  J e w i s h  r a b bi  w i t h  d e l u s i o n s  o f  g ra n d e u r  w h o s e  

v i rg i n  b i r t h  i n  B e t h l e h e m  i s  t o t a l l y  i r e l e v a n t .  

S o r ry  C h r i s t m a s .  T h e  w i n  g o e s  t o  E a s t e r .  

T h a n k s  f o r  l i s t e n i n g … .  

John R. Partise 
I n t er im  P as t or  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applying Bible Principles  

 

How would you complete this statement: 

 

 The best way to recruit people to serve in the ministry here at The Federated 

Church is to _________? 

 

Would you say that we should: 

 

•place an ad in the local newspaper? 

•seek to “network” with friends and neighbors? 

•hire a consultant to be in charge of recruiting? 

•identify qualified people in the congregation and pressure them? 

•provide some nice “perks” for church workers, such as free coffee and donuts 

or reserved parking spaces? 

•have public recognition ceremonies of present workers as a way to interest 

others in serving?  

 

  Or would your answer be to make this a matter of heartfelt prayer?  It might 

surprise you to learn that in both the gospels of Matthew and Luke, God’s way is 

described as follows:  

 

We are to ask God to send forth workers for the harvest field. 

 

 That seems so clear, doesn’t it? Ask God. Ask God to send forth workers. What 

could be confusing about that? According to Matthew 9:38 and Luke 10:2, God’s 

primary method for recruiting is prayer.  Sadly, that is usually the last thing we 

do. When there is a need for workers, we’ll try anything and everything but 

prayer. In fact, most of the time, if we do pray about the need for people to serve 

the Lord, it is as a last resort when everything else we’ve tried has failed. 

 

In our church, there is always a need for people to become involved in service 

and ministry. Will you pray and ask God to provide these people? And will you 

be willing to be part of the God’s answer to your prayer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

                                                  
       
                        

 

 

 

 
  

 
         
      

 

 

March 
 

 

2026 
  

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4                           
5          

6 7 

9:30 am 

Worship  

Service 

10:30 am 

Coffee hour 

Bell Choir 

Communion 

7:00 pm 

Finance 

Bldgs. & Grds. 

 

9:30 -11:00 am 

Coffee, Clergy 

& Conv. 

 

5:00 pm Girl 

Scouts 

  

WIC 9:00am – 

2:00pm 

 

7:00 pm Choir   

                         8 9 10                        11                                   12                        13                       14 

9:30 am 

Worship  

Service 

Communion 

10:30 am 

Coffee hour 

Bell Choir 

 

 9:30 -11:00 am 

Coffee, Clergy 

& Conv. 

 

 

5:00 pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

 

 7:00 pm Choir 

 

  

15 16 17 18 19                        20 21 

9:30 am 

Worship  

Service 

10:30 am 

Coffee hour 

Bell Choir 

 

1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Food Dist. 

 

 

9:30 -11:00 am 

Coffee, Clergy 

& Conv. 

 

 

5:00 pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

 

  

7:00 pm Choir 

 

 

 10:00- Noon 

Diaper 

Distribution 
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9:30 am 

Worship 

Service 

10:30 am 

Coffee hour 

Bell Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

9:30 – 11:00 am 

Coffee, Clergy 

& Conv. 

 

5:00 pm Girl 

Scouts 

  

7:00 pm Choir 

 

 

  

                      29              30              31                                                                                                                                        

Palm Sunday 

9:30 am 

Worship 

Service 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour 

Bell Choir 

 

 9:30 – 11:00 am 

Coffee, Clergy 

& Conv. 

 

5:00 pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

    

 

       



     

 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

S u nd a y,  Ma rc h  8 t h  b eg i ns  

D a yl ig h t  Sa v i ng  T i m e.   D on ’ t  

f o rg et  t o  m ov e  y ou r  c l oc ks  

f o rw ard  a h ead  o n S at urd a y 

n i gh t .  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter  Flowers  

W e  w o u ld  l o ve  to  h a ve  p la n ts  

f o r  t h e  s a nc t ua ry  o n  E as t er  

S u nd a y.   P l ea se  le t  t he  c h ur c h 

o f f i ce  k no w  i f  y ou  ar e  br i ng i ng  

a  p la n t  i n  m em ory  o f  a  l o ved  

o n e .  P l e as e l e t  us  k n o w  b y  

M o nda y ,  M ar ch  30 t h  f or  i t  t o  b e 

i n  t he  b ul l e t i n .   Th a n k  y o u .  

C omm u n i t y  S i ng er s  

A n n ua l  Spr i ngs  Co n c er t  

S u nd a y,  Ma rc h  2 2 n d ,  7 :0 0  pm  

M t .  Ma r kh am High  S ch o o l  

N o  Adm iss i o n C ha rg e  

Re f re s hme n ts  

 

Federated Church 

Holy Week Schedule 

Palm Sunday,  March 29 t h ,  9 :30 

am 

Maundy Thursday  Apri l  2 n d ,  7 :00 

pm 

Good Fr iday,  Apri l  3 r d ,  7:00 pm 

Easter  Sunday Apri l  5 t h ,  9 :30 am 

 



 

 

THE FEDERATED CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 337 

452 EAST MAIN STREET 

WEST WINFIELD, NY 13491 
 

 

 

 FAX:  315-822-6321 

CHURCH:  315-822-6321 

WEBSITE: 

WestWinfieldFederatedChurch.org 

E-MAIL: 

Fedchurch66@gmail.com 

 

 


