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THE LOST HOLIDAY 

I t  w a s  a  W e d n e s d a y  i n  l a t e  N o v e m be r  a n d  

g e t t i n g  d a rk  e a r l y .  I  w a s  s i t t i n g  i n  m y  o f f i c e  w i t h  m y  

f e e t  u p  o n  t h e  d e s k .  I f  I  t i p p e d  m y  d e s k  c h a i r  ba c k  

j u s t  r i g h t ,  I  c o u l d  l o o k  o u t  m y  w i n d o w  a n d  d o w n  t o  t h e  

s t re e t  be l o w ,  w h e re  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  s h o p p e r s  w e re  

b u s t l i n g  i n  a n d  o u t  o f  s t o re s  w i t h  b l i n k i n g  re d  a n d  

g re e n  l i g h t s  i n  t h e i r  w i n d o w s .  

“ T h i rd  w e e k  i n  N o v e m b e r  a n d  p e o p l e  a re  a l re a d y  

C h r i s t m a s  s h o p p i n g , ”  I  t h o u g h t ,  “ W h a t ’ s  t h i s  w o r l d  

c o m i n g  t o ? ”  

B e f o re  I  c o u l d  t h i n k  u p  a n y  a n s w e r  t o  m y  

q u e s t i o n ,  I  h e a rd  t h e  d o o r  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  c re a k  s l o w l y  

o p e n  l i k e  t h e  l i d  o n  a  c a s k e t .  I ’ d  g o t t e n  u s e d  t o  t h e  

s q u e a k .  E s p e c i a l l y  o n  n i g h t s  l i k e  t h i s ,  w h e n  m y  o f f i c e  

w a s  a s  d a rk  a s  p re a c h e r ’ s  s u i t .  I  d o n ’ t  s c a re  a l l  t h a t  

e a s y ,  bu t  t h e  re a s s u r i n g  s q u e a k  g a v e  m e  t i m e  t o  

p re p a re  f o r  w h o m e v e r  w a l k e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  d o o r  t o  m y  

o f f i c e .  

A s  i t  t u rn e d  o u t ,  a l l  t h e  t i m e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  

w o u l d n ’ t  h a v e  be e n  e n o u g h  t o  p re p a r e  m e  f o r  t h e  

d a m e  t h a t  s t o o d  ba c k l i t  by  t h e  o v e rh e a d  l i g h t s  o u t  i n  

t h e  c o rr i d o r .  T h e  s h a d o w  s h e  c a s t  o n  t h e  f l o o r  w a s  a  

t a l l  o n e  w i t h  a  p a i r  o f  l e g s  t h a t  s e e m e d  t o  g o  o n  f o r  

t h e  l e n g t h  o f  a  q u a r t e r  m i l e  h o rs e  t ra c k .  

“ I ’ m  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  S a m  D i a m o n d ,  t h e  p r i v a t e  

d e t e c t i v e , ”  t h e  l a d y  a s k e d .  

“ Yo u ’ re  i n  l u c k , ”  I  s a i d ,  “ I  h a p p e n  t o  h a v e  o n e  o f  

t h o s e  r i g h t  h e r e . ”  T h e re  w a s  a  p u z z l e d  s i l e n c e  f ro m  

t h e  d o o rw a y ,  s o  I  a d d e d ,  “ I ’ m  S a m  D i a m o n d ,  P r i v a t e  

D e t e c t i v e . ”  

I  c o u l d  t e l l  f ro m  t h e  w a y  s h e  s l o w l y  s a u n t e re d ,  

a l m o s t  s l i t h e re d ,  i n t o  m y  o f f i c e  s h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  be  

t ro u bl e .  A n d  I  c o u l d  t e l l  f ro m  t h e  w a y  h e r  h a n d s  w e re  

s h a k i n g  w h e n  s h e  d ro p p e d  i n t o  m y  c l i e n t  c h a i r  t h a t  

s h e  w a s  i n  t ro u bl e ,  a s  w e l l .  T h e n  I  t o o k  a  g o o d  l o o k  a t  

h e r  be a u t i f u l  f a c e  a n d  re a l i z e d  I  d i d n ’ t  c a re  o n e  w a y  

o r  t h e  o t h e r  i f  s h e  w a s  t ro u bl e  o r  i n  t r o u bl e .  

“ W h a t  s e e m s  t o  be  t h e  p ro b l e m ,  M rs … ”  

“ W o n d e r l a n d , ”  s h e  s a i d ,  “ W i n t e r  W o n d e r l a n d .  

A n d  i t ’ s  M i s s .  M i s s  W o n d e r  l a n d . ”  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T h e  n a m e  s h e  s l i p p e d  m e  s o u n d e d  p h o n i e r  t h a n  a  t h re e - d o l l a r  b i l l ,  

b u t  I  d e c i d e d  t o  l e t  i t  s l i d e .  Yo u  d o n ’ t  s t a y  i n  m y  l i n e  o f  bu s i n e s s  v e r y  

l o n g  i f  y o u  s t a r t  w e e d i n g  o u t  t h e  c l i e n t s  t h a t  l i e  t o  y o u .  

“ I ’ m  m i s s i n g  s o m e t h i n g , ”  t h e  l a d y  c o n t i n u i n g  w h i l e  s h i f t i n g  

n e rv o u s l y  i n  t h e  c h a i r ,  “ I ’ v e  l o o k e d  e v e ry w h e re  a n d  t h e n  s o m e ,  h i g h  a n d  

l o w .  E v e ry w h e re . ”  

“ S o ,  n a t u r a l l y  a f t e r  l o o k i n g  e v e ry w h e re  a n d  n o t  f i n d i n g  i t ,  y o u  

d e c i d e d  t o  h i re  a  p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e .  S m a r t  d e c i s i o n ,  M i s s  W o n d e r l a n d ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  C h r i s t m a s  c o m i n g  u p  a n d  m e  s h o r t  o n  c a s h . ”  

C o n t i n u i n g  a s  i f  I  h a d n ’ t  s p o k e n ,  s h e  t u rn e d  t o  m e  w i t h  t e a r s  

s p i l l i n g  o v e r  t h e  c o rn e r  o f  h e r  t o  f o rm  t w i n  s t re a k s  ru n n i n g  d o w n  h e r  

f a c e  a n d  s a i d ,  “ Yo u  j u s t  h a v e  t o  h e l p  m e ,  M r .  D i a m o n d .  I  h a v e  n o  o n e  

e l s e  t o  t u rn  t o . ”  

“ W h a t  a re  y o u  m i s s i n g ,  M i s s  W o n d e r l a n d ? ”  

“ A  h o l i d a y , ”  s h e  re p l i e d .  

I  l e a n e d  ba c k  i n  m y  c h a i r  a n d  p u s h e d  ba c k  m y  f e l t  f e do ra ,  m o re  

s h o c k e d  t h a n  a  s q u i r re l  o n  a  h i g h  v o l t a g e  w i re .  F ro m  a  c l a s s  a c t  l i k e  t h i s ,  

I ’ d  e x p e c t e d  m i s s i n g  m o n e y  o r  j e w e l s  o r  m a y be  a  f u r  c o a t … s o m e t h i n g  

f u n  t o  l o o k  f o r .  B u t  a  m i s s i n g  h o l i d a y .  T h a t  o n e  l e f t  m e  w o b bl i n g  l i k e  t h e  

l a s t  p i n  t o  f a l l  i n  a  bo w l i n g  a l l e y .  

“ A  h o l i d a y , ”  I  re p e a t e d  b a c k  t o  h e r ,  j u s t  t o  m a k e  s u re  I ’ d  h e a rd  i t  

r i g h t .  

  “ A  h o l i d a y , ”  s h e  c o n f i rm e d  a n d  t h e n ,  a f t e r  a  p a u s e  a s k e d ,  “ Yo u  

k n o w  a bo u t  H a l l o w e e n ,  r i g h t ? ”  

“ S u re , ”  I  a n s w e re d ,  “ D re s s i n g  u p  i n  c o s t u m e s .  T r i c k - o r - t re a t i n g  f o r  

c a n d y .  J a c k  O ’  L a n t e rn s .  G e t t i n g  m o re  s c a re d  t h a n  a  f i e l d  m o u s e  a t  a  c a t  

c o n v e n t i o n . ”  

“ O f  c o u r s e ,  y o u  k n o w  a bo u t  H a l l o w e e n ,  M r .  D i a m o n d .  H a l l o w e e n  i s  

a  b i g  d e a l .  P e o p l e  g o  a l l  o u t  f o r  i t .  T h e y  s t a r t  d e c o ra t i n g  t h e i r  y a rd s  w a y  

b a c k  a t  t h e  be g i n n i n g  o f  O c t o b e r . ”  

“ A n d  t h e  s t o re s  s t a r t  s e l l i n g  a l l  t h o s e  H a l l o w e e n  d e c o ra t i o n s  a t  

l e a s t  t w o  m o n t h s  be f o re  t h a t , ”  I  a d d ed ,  t ry i n g  t o  be  h e l p f u l .  

E x a c t l y , ”  s h e  s a i d  w i t h  a  n o d  o f  h e r  h e a d  o n  h e r  n a r ro w  n e c k .  S h e  

r o s e  f ro m  t h e  c l i e n t  c h a i r  a n d  ro s e  t o  l o o k  o u t  t h e  w i n d o w  d o w n  t o  t h e  

s t re e t  be l o w ,  “ A n d ,  o f  c o u rs e  y o u  k n o w  a bo u t  C h r i s t m a s ,  M r .  D i a m o n d .  

W h o  c o u l d  m i s s  i t ?  I t ’ s  e v e ry w h e re  o u t  t h e re . ”  

T h e re  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  s a d  a bo u t  h e r  f a c e ,  re f l e c t e d  ba c k  t o  m e  i n  

t h e  d a rk  w i n d o w .  S o m e t h i n g  w i s t f u l  a n d  n o s t a l g i c  –  l i k e  a  n e rv o u s  g ro o m  

t h i n k i n g  ba c k  o v e r  h i s  c a re f re e  ba c h e l o r  d a y s .  W h a t e v e r  h o l i d a y  i t  w a s  

s h e  w a s  m i s s i n g ;  i t  m u s t  h a v e  m e a n t  a  l o t  t o  h e r .  

“ C h r i s t m a s  i s n ’ t  f o r  a n o t h e r  f o r t y - f i v e  d a y s , ”  s h e  s a i d ,  h e r  v o i c e  

b a re l y  a bo v e  a  w h i s p e r .  

            “ F ro m  t h e  w a y  t h e y ’ re  a c t i n g  o u t  t h e re , ”  I  s a i d ,  “ Yo u ’ d  t h i n k  i t  

w a s  t o m o r ro w . ”  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“ E x a c t l y , ”  s h e  s a i d ,  t u r n i n g  ba c k  f ro m  t h e  w i n d o w ,  “ B u t  I  f e e l  l i k e  

t h e re  u s e d  t o  be  s o m e t h i n g  i n  be t w e e n .  S o m e  h o l i d a y  b e t w e e n  

H a l l o w e e n  a n d  C h r i s t m a s . ”   

F o r  a  m o m e n t ,  I  a l m o s t  k n e w  w h a t  s h e  m e a n t .  I  h a d  a  br i e f  m e m o ry  

o f  a  b i g  ro a s t e d  t u r k e y  a n d  t h e n  i t  f a d e d .  L i k e  t h e  c re a m  c l o u d s  o n  a  c u p  

o f  c o f f e e .  T h e re  o n e  m i n u t e  a n d  g o n e  t h e  n e x t .  

S t i l l ,  t h o u g h ,  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  a g re e i n g  w i t h  h e r .  T h e re  d i d  u s e d  t o  

b e  a  h o l i d a y  be t w e e n  H a l l o w e e n  a n d  C h r i s t m a s .  A n d  f ro m  t h e  l o o k  s h e  

m u s t  h a v e  s e e n  o n  m y  f a c e  t h ro u g h  t h e  s h a d o w s ,  s h e  k n e w  I  w a s  

a g re e i n g  w i t h  h e r . ”  

“ Yo u  re m e m be r  i t ,  t o o . ”  

H e r  m o o d  h a d  l i g h t e n e d  c o n s i d e ra bl y .  H e r  f a c e  b r i g h t e n e d  l i k e  t h e  

s k y  a f t e r  a  ra i n s t o r m  a n d  s h e  c l a p p e d  h e r  h a n d s  t o g e t h e r  s e v e ra l  t i m e s  

i n  g l e e .  

“ S u re , ”  I  a d m i t t e d ,  “ B u t  I  c a n ’ t  re m e m be r  w h a t  i t  w a s  c a l l e d ,  l e t  

a l o n e  w h e re  i t ’ s  g o n e  o f f  t o .  T e l l  m e w h a t  y o u  re m e m be r  a bo u t  i t ,  

S w e e t h e a r t . ”  

“ I  d o n ’ t  k n o w .  I ’ m  n o t  s u re .  I  t h i n k  I  r e m e m be r  m y  w h o l e  f a m i l y  

g a t h e r i n g  a t  G ra n d m a ’ s  h o u s e  f o r  a  b i g  m e a l .  I ’ m  t h i n k i n g  i t  w a s  t u rk e y  

a n d  m a s h e d  p o t a t o e s  a n d  a  l o t  o f  o t h e r  s t u f f .  A n d ,  o h  y e a h ,  p i e s .  

P u m p k i n  p i e s .  I  a l s o  s e e m  t o  re m e m b e r  g o i n g  a ro u n d  t h e  t a bl e  a n d  

h a v i n g  e v e ry o n e  t h e re  g i v e  s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  w e re  t h a n k f u l  f o r  i n  t h e  l a s t  

y e a r . ”  

“ S u re ,  y o u  d i d , ”  I  s n a p p e d  m y  f i n g e rs ,  “ W e  a l l  d i d  t h a t .  B e i n g  

t h a n k f u l  w a s  a  b i g  p a r t  o f  t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g .  T h a n k f u l  m i g h t  e v e n  h a v e  

b e e n  i n  t h e  n a m e  f o r  t h e  h o l i d a y . ”  

“ L i k e  T h a n k f u l  D a y ? ”  s h e  s u g g e s t e d .  

“ N o .  T h a t ’ s  n o t  r i g h t .  B u t  w e ’ l l  g o  w i t h  c a l l i n g  i t  T h a n k f u l  D a y  u n t i l  

w e  f i g u re  o u t  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  i t . ”  

S h e  w a s  s m i l i n g  w i d e l y  n o w  a n d  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e r  s m i l i n g  

f a c e  m a d e  m y  l o v e s i c k  h e a r t  be a t  s e v e ra l  be a t s  f a s t e r ,  I  c o n t i n u e d  m y  

d e t e c t i v e  w o rk .  ‘ B u s i n e s s  be f o re  p l e a s u r e ’  i s  w h a t ’ s  p r i n t e d  o n  m y  

b u s i n e s s  c a rd s .  

“ S o ,  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  T h a n k f u l  D a y ? ”  s h e  a s k e d .  

“ H a l l o w e e n  ba l l o o n e d  u p  o n  o n e  s i de  a n d  C h r i s t m a s  d i d  t h e  s a m e  

o n  t h e  o t h e r .  T h e re ’ s  o n l y  s o  m u c h  ro o m … . s o  m u c h  s p a c e … s o  m u c h  t i m e  

f o r  p e o p l e  t o  d o  s t u f f … s o  T h a n k f u l  D a y  g o t  p u s h e d  o u t  t h e  w a y  l i k e  a  

w a t e rm e l o n  s e e d  s q u e e z e d  be t w e e n  t w o  f i n g e rs . ”  

“ Yo u  m e a n ,  p e o p l e  w e re n ’ t  t h a n k f u l  a n y m o re  s o  i t  j u s t  w e n t  a w a y ? ”  

            “ N o ,  I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  t h a t ’ s  i t .  P e o p l e  g e t  a l l  t h e i r  H a l l o w e e n  

d e c o ra t i o n s  d o w n  a n d  c a n d y  d e a l t  w i t h  j u s t  i n  t i m e  t o  g e a r  u p  f o r  

C h ri s t m a s .  T h e re ’ s  n o  t i m e  f o r  a l l  t h e  f u s s i n g  a n d  m u s s i n g  o f  a n o t h e r  

h o l i d a y .  T h e y  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  l e t t i n g  s l i d e .  S l o w l y  a t  f i r s t .  S o ,  s l o w  n o  o n e  

n o t i c e d .  F a m i l i e s  d i d n ’ t  t ra v e l  t h e  b i g  d i s t a n c e s  t o  s e e  e a c h  o t h e r  

a n y m o re  o r  l e f t  e a r l y  t o  g e t  h o m e  be f o re  d a rk .  M o re  f o o t ba l l  g a m e s  

w e re  a d d e d  t o  t h e  d a y .  T h e  s t o re s  o p e n e d  f o r  t h e i r ,  be f o re  C h r i s t m a s  

s a l e s  e a r l i e r  a n d  e a r l i e r .  B e f o re  y o u  k n e w  i t ,  e v e ry t h i n g  t h a t  p e o p l e  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

u s e d  t o  e n j o y  a bo u t  T h a n k f u l  D a y  –  a n d  t h e  s t o p p i n g  t o  be  t h a n k f u l  –  s o r t  

o f  g o t  p u s h e d  i n t o  t h e  b a c k g ro u n d .  P e o p l e  w e re  j u s t  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  

m o t i o n s  a n d  t h e n  t h e y  j u s t  k i n d  o f  s t o p p e d  d o i n g  i t  a l t o g e t h e r .  W h i c h  i s  

t o o  b a d  re a l l y ,  t h o s e  t h i n g s  w e  l o s t  w e re  k i n d  o f  i m p o r t a n t .  W e  n e e d  t o  

r e m e m be r  t o  g i v e  t h a n k s  a l m o s t  a s  m u c h  a s  a  d o o r - t o - d o o r  s a l e s m a n  

n e e d s  n e w  s h o e s  a l l  t h e  t i m e . ”  

“ S o ,  M r .  D i a m o n d , ”  s h e  a s k e d ,  “ H o w  d o  w e  g e t  T h a n k f u l  D a y  

b a c k ? ”  

“ I ’ m  n o t  s u re  w e  c a n ,  S w e e t h e a r t .  A t  l e a s t  n o t  t h e  w a y  i t  w a s .  N o t  

f o r  e v e r y bo d y . ”  

“ B e c a u s e  m o s t  p e o p l e  d o n ’ t  re m e m be r  t h e  w a y  i t  w a s ? ”  

“ O r  d o n ’ t  c a re .  E i t h e r  w a y ,  I  t h i n k  i t ’ s  u p  t o  p e o p l e  l i k e  u s … ”  

“ T h e  o n e s  w h o  s t i l l  re m e m be r  a n d  s t i l l  c a re , ”  s h e  i n t e rr u p t e d .  

“ E x a c t l y .  T h e  o n e s  l i k e  u s  t o  k e e p  T h a n k f u l  D a y  a l i v e  a n d  k i c k i n g .  

W e  n e e d  t o  n o t  l e t  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  ge t  i n  t h e  w a y  a n d  g o  r i g h t  o n  be i n g  

t h a n k f u l  t o g e t h e r . ”  

“ M r.  D i a m o n d , ”  s h e  s a i d ,  s m i l i n g  d i re c t l y  a t  m e  n o w ,  “ W o u l d  y o u  

l i k e  t o  f i n d  t h e  l o s t  h o l i d a y  a n d  be  t h a n k f u l  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  m e ? ”  

“ I t ’ s  a  l i t t l e  l a t e  t o n i g h t ,  S w e e t h e a r t .  M y  e y e l i d s  a re  s t a r t i n g  t o  f e e l  

d ro o p y ,  l i k e  J e r s e y  J o e  W a l c o t t  a f t e r  a  f e w  t o o  m a n y  ro u n d s  i n  t h e  r i n g ,  

a n d  m y  j a m m i e s  a re  c a l l i n g  m e . ”  

“ H o w  a bo u t  t o m o rro w  t h e n ? ”  s h e  a s k e d .  

“ W h a t ’ s  t o m o r ro w ?  T h u rs d a y .  Ye a h .  T h a t ’ d  p ro ba bl y  w o rk . ”  

“ T h e n  i t ’ s  s e t t l e d .  Y o u ’ l l  c o m e  o v e r  t o  m y  p l a c e  t o m o rro w .  W e ’ l l  

m a k e  a  b i g  t u rk e y  d i n n e r  w i t h  a l l  t h e  f i x i n g s  a n d ,  b e f o re  w e  e a t ,  w e ’ l l  

s a y  w h a t  w e ’ re  t h a n k f u l  f o r  a n d  t h e n  p ra y  o u r  t h a n k s g i v i n g s  t o  G o d . ”  

“ T h a t ’ s  i t , ”  I  s a i d ,  “ Yo u  f i g u re d  i t  o u t .  T h e  d a y  w a s  c a l l e d  

T h a n k s g i v i n g . ”  

“ T h a n k s g i v i n g .  T h a n k s g i v i n g .  Ye s ,  i t  w a s .  O h ,  t h a n k  y o u ,  M r .  

D i a m o n d . ”  

“ T h a t ’ s  m e , ”  I  s a i d ,  “ T h e  f i n d e r  o f  a l l  t h i n g s  l o s t … i n c l u d i n g  

h o l i d a y s . ”  

“ S o ,  d i n n e r  t o m o r ro w ?  M y  p l a c e ? ”  

“ I  c a n ’ t  w a i t . ”  

S h e  t u rn e d  t o  g o  a n d ,  be i n g  a  g e n t l e m a n ,  I  s c o o p e d  u p  m y  t re n c h  

c o a t  f ro m  i t s  p l a c e  o n  t h e  r a c k  be h i n d  t h e  o f f i c e  d o o r .   

“ H e r e ,  M i s s  W o n d e r l a n d ,  I ’ l l  w a l k  y o u  o u t . ”  

 

“Sweetheart,” I thought as we walked arm in arm into the hallway, “I think this is the beginning of 

a beautiful friendship.” 
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November 
 

 

2026 
  

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4                           
5                   

6 7 

9:30 am 

Worship  

Service 

10:30 am 

Communion 

Coffee Hour 

Bell Choir 

 

  

 

6:00 am – 9:00 

pm Election 

Day                         

WIC 9:30 am 

 

7:00 pm Choir   

                         8 9 10                        11                                  12                        13                        14 

9:30 am 

Worship  

Service 

10:30 am 

Coffee Hour 

Bell Choir 

 

 

1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Food Dist. 

 

5:30 pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

 

Veterans Day 

 7:00 pm Choir 

 

  

15 16 17 18 19                        20 21 

9:30 am 

Worship  

Service 

10:30 am 

Coffee hour 

Bell Choir 

 

 

 

 

  

 

5:30 pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

 

7:00 pm Choir  

 

 10:00- Noon 

Diaper 

Distribution 

 

 

                       22 23 24                        25                       26 27 28 

9:30 am 

Worship 

Service 

10:30 am  

Coffee hour 

Bell Choir 

Hanging of the 

Greens 

 

 

 

5:30pm Girl 

Scouts 

 Thanksgiving 

Church Office 

Closes 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

                       29 30                         31                                                                                                                                                                              

9:30 am 

Worship 

Service 

10:30 am 

Coffee hour 

Bell Choir 

 

 

 

 5:30pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

    

 

       



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

                                                  
       
    

  

 
         
      

 

 
 

Applying Bible Principles  

If you were to ask the average pastor, “How is your church doing?” the answer would  

probably focus on the ABCs of church growth: Attendance, Buildings and Cash.  

 

Attendance is important. It’s hard to carry on a ministry if no one is there or if the 

numbers dwindle so low that no one wants to be there.  

 

Buildings are important. Many a church visitor has been turned off by an old, run-

down building or by one that is dirty and in need of routine maintenance.  

 

Cash is important. As Zig Ziglar said, “I’ve had money, and I’ve not had it. It’s a lot 

more fun with it than without it.” The same thing is true of churches.  

 

But attendance alone has nothing to do with the health of a church. There can be 

thousands present who are a mile wide and an inch deep in their relationship to God. 

A building can be packed week after week, but that alone does not mean the church is 

spiritual. In fact, some of the largest churches in this country are made up of 

congregations who are spiritual pygmies.  

 

Paul sent Timothy to check up on the Thessalonian church. He had been able to spend 

only three weeks with this new assembly before he was run out of town. Do you know 

what questions Paul gave Timothy to ask the leaders of that congregation? He didn’t 

ask about attendance, buildings or cash. Instead, he wanted to take a temperature 

reading of their spiritual health. To do that, he mentions their faith five times in 1 

Thessalonians chapter 3:  

 

• We sent Timothy ... to strengthen and encourage you for the sake of your faith (v. 2).  

• ...when I could bear it no longer, I sent [Timothy] to find out about your faith (v. 5).  

• But Timothy has just now come to us from you, and has brought good news about 

your faith and love (v. 6).  

• For this reason, brothers and sisters, during all our distress and persecution we have 

been encouraged about you through your faith (v. 7).  

• Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore 

whatever is lacking in your faith (v. 10).  

 

Throughout this chapter, Paul is concerned about one thing: FAITH. That’s why he 

sent Timothy in the first place, i.e., to “strengthen and encourage” the people in their 

faith. Why does Paul give faith such a great emphasis to the exclusion of other worthy 

topics? Because Paul knew what we seem to have forgotten, that when people break 

down in their behavior, grow cold in the Lord, no longer desire to serve the Lord, are 

not consistent in their attendance, find other activities to occupy their time during the 

week and on the weekends, and reduce their giving or stop giving to the Lord’s work, 

it is because their faith has broken down.  

 

The writer of Hebrews said, “And without faith it is impossible to please God, for 

whoever would approach him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 

who seek him” (Heb. 11:6). 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mt. Markham Optimist Club 

“Benefit Community Your Projects” 

 

CHRISTMAS WREATH SALE 

Fresh Balsam with Red Velvet Bow 

$20.00 

Call Nancy Cooper at (315-855-4280) 

By November 30th “To Order” 

PICK UP 

Saturday, December 5th 

or 

Or Sunday, December 6th 

(12-5:00pm both Days) 

 

(6970 County Highway 18, West Winfield) 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back 

one hour before bed on Saturday, 

October 31st (Halloween).    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAG TREE 2026 

L e t t e r s  h a v e  g o n e  o u t  t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  M o u n t  M a rk h a m  S c h o o l  

D i s t r i c t  f o r  g i f t s  a n d  f o o d .  

W e  a n t i c i p a t e  h a v i n g  t a g s  o n  o u r  T a g  T re e  b y  S u n d a y ,  N o v e m be r  2 2 n d .  

G i f t s  m u s t  be  w ra p p e d ,  t a g g e d ,  a n d  re t u rn e d  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  by  

D e c e m be r  1 3 t h  f o r  s o r t i n g  a n d  ba g g i n g ,  i n  o rd e r  t o  be  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  

O p t i m i s t s  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e m  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 t h  

 I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  s p o n s o r  a n  e n t i re  f a mi l y ,  p l e a s e  s e e  m e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  

2 2 n d .    

 I f  y o u  h a v e  s o m e o n e  i n  o u r  a r e a  w h o  h a s  a  n e e d  a n d  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  

c h i l d re n  i n  s c h o o l ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  c h u rc h  o f f i c e .  

 T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  a n t i c i p a t e d  g e n e r o s i t y .  

 G a i l  R o y c e  

 

Election Day 

Tuesday, November 3rd 

Voting for Districts 1 & 2 for the Town of Winfield is here  

In the Fellowship Hall 

Polls are open from 6:00am – 9:00 pm 

 

 

Hanging of The Greens 

C om e  on e  a nd  a l l  a f t er  ch ur c h o n  Su n da y ,  

N o v emb er  2 2 n d .  

L e t ’s  ge t  t h e  c h urc h  d ec or a t ed  and  

b e au t i f u l  f or  t h is  C h r i s tm as  S e as o n.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J o h n  3 : 1 6  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  G o d  l o v e d  u s  s o  m u c h  t h a t  H e  g a v e  h i s  

o n l y  S o n  f o r  u s ;  “ s o  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  w h o  be l i e v e s  i n  h i m  m a y  

n o t  p e r i s h  bu t  m a y  h a v e  e t e rn a l  l i f e . ”  G o d ’ s  l o v e  f o r  u s  i s  

“ A L L  I N ! ”  I n  t u rn ,  w h e n  w e  p u t  o u r  t ru s t  i n  G o d ,  o u r  l i v e s  

c a n  be  f re e d  f o r  u n i m a g i n a b l e  w o n d e r .  

 

N o v e m be r  2 0 2 6  i s  S t e w a rd s h i p  M o n t h  a n d ,  a s  w e  w o rk  o u r  

w a y  t o w a rd s  C o m m i t m e n t  S u n d a y  o n  N o v e m be r  2 2 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  w e  

w i l l  be  l o o k i n g  a t  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  be  “ a l l  i n ”  f o r  G o d  w i t h  

a l l  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a n d  a l l  t h a t  w e  a re .  

 

Poinsettias 

W e  w i l l  be  a d o rn i n g  t h e  s a n c t u a ry  w i t h  p o i n s e t t i a s  a g a i n  t h i s  y e a r .   T h e  

M a s o n s  w i l l  o n c e  a g a i n  be  s e l l i n g  t h e m .   W e  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t h e  d e t a i l s  o n  

t h a t  y e t .   Yo u  c a n  c o n t a c t  C o n n i e  P o p e  ( 3 1 5 - 8 2 2 - 3 4 8 2 )  f o r  f u r t h e r  

i n f o rm a t i o n .   Yo u  c a n  p u rc h a s e  t h e m  f ro m  t h e  M a s o n s  o r  bu y  y o u r  o w n .  

P l e a s e  l e t  Lu a n n e kn o w  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i ke  y o u r  p o i n s e t t i a  i n  m e m o r y  

o f  a  l o v e d  o n e .  

T h a n k  y o u .  
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P.O. BOX 337 

452 EAST MAIN STREET 

WEST WINFIELD, NY 13491 
 

 

FAX:  315-822-6321 

CHURCH:  315-822-6321 

WEBSITE: 

WestWinfieldFederatedChurch.org 
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