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At  th is  point ,  I  don’ t  th ink  anyone reading  th is  wi l l  

be  surpr ised to  learn  that  I  am kind  of  a  pop  cul ture 

junkie.  Movies,  te levis ion,  books ,  music .  I  love 

pret ty  much anything  that  depic ts  the  ideas ,  

at t i tudes ,  and  images  o f  a  par t icular  t ime…even the 

dumb ideas and  images.  E specia l ly ,  when i t  comes 

to  Chris tmas  t ime every  year.  Outs ide of  what  

happened a t  a  s table  in  Bethlehem 2000+ years  

ago,  I  th ink the  whole  pop cul ture  exper ience is  my 

favor i te part  o f  Chr is tmas.  

 

From the new Santa  Claus  Coca -Cola  cans  to  those 

o ld  Claymat ion TV specia ls  and  cheesy Hal lmark 

Channel  movies .  From driv ing  around wi th  carols  

p laying on the  car  radio  to  my col lect ion  o f  

seasonal ly  appropria te  t ies .  The weeks  between 

Thanksgiv ing  and Dec ember  25th  are  a  pop cul ture  

smorgasbord  for  the  senses .  And I  wouldn’t  have i t  

any other  way.  Al l  these pop cul ture  icons take an  

a lready special  t ime of  the  year  and  kick  i t  up a  

notch.  

 

And,  in  a l l  my pop cul ture Chr is tmas  exper iences ,  

the  one I  have that  comes  the  c loses t  to  depic t ing  

the  t rue sp ir i t  of  the  season is  A Chr is tmas  Carol  by 

Char les  Dickens .  

 

Wri t ten and  publ ished in  October  o f  1843  -  the  

same year  that  the  f i rs t  Chr is tmas  cards were 

printed  and  Queen Vic tor ia  had  the  f i rs t  Chr is tmas  

t ree put  up in  Buckingham Palace –  the  shor t  book 

that  Dickens in tended to  be a  Hal loween thr i l ler ,  

caught  the  p ubl ic’s  newly emerging  in teres t  in  the  

magic o f  the Chr is tmas season.  Whether  i t  was  the 

book’s  centra l  theme of  convers ion v ia  

supernatura l  miracles  or  Dicken’s  v iv id  

descr ip t ions  o f  London dur ing  the  hol iday season 

remain  open for  debate,  but  there is  no  doubt  that  

Dickens ghost  s tory  has  become a pop cul ture 

s taple  o f  Chr is tmas.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transla ted  in to 74  languages,  the  book has  been adapted  59  t imes  for  

movies  or  te levis ion  –  not  to  ment ion  s tage p lays ,  operas ,  very  

specia l  Chris tmas episodes o f  every  s i tcom worth  i ts  sa l t ,  a  bal le t ,  

and…for  those old  enough to  remember…a c lass ic  Chr is tm as  Eve 

radio  drama per formed every year  by L ionel  Barrymore.  A  1999 s tudy 

by the l i tera ture  depar tment  a t  Harvard Univers i ty  concluded that  

more people  knew the p lot  o f  A Chr is tmas  Carol  than the  p lot  o f  any 

other  l i terary  c lass ic…regardless  o f  whether  or  not  they’d  actual ly  

read  the book.  

 

You know how the s tory  goes.  Mean and miser ly  Ebenezer  Scrooge is  

v is i ted  on Chr is tmas  Eve by the ghost  o f  his  long dead bus iness  

par tner  Jacob Mar ley -  who of fers  Scrooge a  chance to  change his  

ways  in  the  form of  a  v is i t  f rom three sp ir i ts :  The Ghost  o f  Chris tmas,  

Ghost  o f  Chr is tmas  Present,  and  Ghost  o f  Chris tmas Yet  to  Come. In  

the  end,  o f  course,  Scrooge takes  advantage of  the  chance presented 

to  h im and  becomes  a  changed man.  

 

The Chr is tmas  Carol  is  a  s tory  about  a  promise made,  a  journey of  

preparat ion  under taken,  and  a  promise fu l f i l led.  Not  unl ike  the 

fami l iar  S tory  o f  Chr is tmas -  which is  a lso about  a  promise of  a  

Mess iah made,  our  journey of  preparat ion,  and  the promise of  the  

Messiah fu l f i l led…again  and again.   

 

But  the  paral le ls  between the  Bib le  and the  Charles  Dickens  c lass ic  

don’ t  s top  there.  Every  s tep that  Scrooge takes  on the  fa te fu l  

Chris tmas Eve mirrors  a  s tep  we take on our  Advent  journey towards  

the  Chris t  Chi ld  in  the  manger .  Scrooge’s  s tubborn refusal  to  hear  

Marley’s  warnings  is  reminiscent  of  the  Israel i tes  in i t ia l  re fusal  to  

hear  the warnings  o f  the Old  Tes tament  prophets .  Whi le  the  three 

Ghosts  look at  Scrooge’s  pas t ,  present ,  and fu ture  paral lel  the  p laces 

in  our  l ives  that  need to be revis i ted  du r ing  our  own t ime of  Advent  

preparat ion  for  the  coming Chr is t…the coming Chr is t ,  whose arr iva l  

changes  our  l ives  in  much the same way the coming of  Chr is tmas 

morning changes  Scrooge.  We a l l  become brand new people  through 

the  power o f  Chr is tmas.   

 

The fac t  that  every  image in  the Dickens  s tory immediately  makes us  

th ink  fondly  o f  Chr is tmas  is  jus t  the  ic ing  on the a lready 

meaningful…and del ic ious…Chris tmas  P lum Pudding.  

 

God bless  us  everyone…  

 

Pas tor  John  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applying Bible Principles  

 

L i f e  i s  f u l l  o f  c h o i c e s .  R e g u l a r  g a s o l i n e  o r  p re m i u m ?  W h o l e  m i l k  o r  

2 % ?  S w e e t e n e d  o r  u n s w e e t e n e d  i c e d  t e a ?  B u t t e r  o r  m a rg a r i n e ?  P a p e r  

o r  p l a s t i c ?  C re d i t  o r  d e bi t ?  

T h e  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  i s  a l s o  o n e  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  c h o i c e s .  S o m e  o f  t h o se  

c h o i c e s  m a y  h a v e  be e n  m a d e  f o r  u s  b y  o u r  p a re n t s  w h e n  w e  w e re  

y o u n g .  S o m e  o f  t h o s e  c h o i c e s  w e  re a f f i rm e d  a s  w e  g re w  u p .  T h e  f a c t  

t h a t  w e  a re  p a r t  o f  t h e  m i n i s t ry  h e re  a t  T h e  F e d e ra t e d  C h u r c h  i s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  a  c h o i c e .  

R o m a n s  6 : 1 3  d e s c r i be s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c h o i c e s  w e  w i l l  

e v e r  m a k e  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e .  W r i t i n g  t o  f i r s t - c e n t u ry  c o n v e r t s ,  t h e  

A p o s t l e  P a u l  i n s t ru c t e d  t h e m ,  “ N o  l o n g e r  p re s e n t  y o u r  m e m be rs  t o  

s i n  a s  i n s t ru m e n t s  o f  w i c k e d n e s s ,  bu t  p re s e n t  y o u r s e l v e s  t o  G o d  as  

t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  be e n  bro u g h t  f ro m  d e a t h  t o  l i f e ,  a n d  p re s e n t  y o u r  

m e m be r s  t o  G o d  a s  i n s t ru m e n t s  o f  r i g h t e o u s n e s s . ”  

A s  G o d ’ s  c h i l d re n ,  w e  h a v e  a  c h o i c e .  O n e  w a y  o r  a n o t h e r ,  w e  a re  

g o i n g  t o  a l l o w  t h e  c o n t ro l  o f  o u r  l i v e s  t o  be  d e t e rm i n e d  by  a  c h o i c e .  

E i t h e r  w e  w i l l  c h o o s e  t o  a l l o w  t h e  a r c h - e n e m y  o f  o u r  s o u l s  t o  be  i n  

c o n t ro l ,  o r  w e  w i l l  a l l o w  G o d  t o  be  i n  c o n t ro l .  T h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  

a bo u t  t h i s  c h o i c e  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a  o n c e - i n - a - l i f e t i m e  d e c i s i o n .  I t  i s  a  

d e c i s i o n  t h a t  w e  m a k e  d a i l y .  S o m e  d a y s ,  i t  i s  a  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  w e  m a k e  

c o n t i n u o u s l y  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  d a y .  

I n  s p i t e  o f  F l i p  W i l s o n ’ s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  “ t h e  d e v i l  m a de  m e  d o  i t , ”  

i n  re a l i t y ,  w e  d e t e rm i n e  w h o m  w e  w i l l  s e rv e .  A n d  u n l i k e  t he  

d e c i s i o n s  r e g a rd i n g  s w e e t e n e d  o r  u n s w e e t e n e d  t e a  o r  p a p e r  o r  

p l a s t i c  ba g s ,  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  h a s  e t e r n a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s .  I t  a l s o  h a s  

r a m i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  T h e  F e d e ra t e d  C h u rc h .  

T h i n k  a bo u t  t h i s  q u e s t i o n :  I f  e v e ry o n e  w h o  i s  o n  t h e  ro l l  o f  o u r  

c h u rc h  w e re  t o t a l l y  y i e l d e d  t o  G o d  e v e ry  d a y ,  h o w  w o u l d  i t  i m p a c t  

t h e  l i f e  a n d  o u t re a c h  o f  o u r  c o n g re g a t i o n ?  I f  e a c h  o f  u s  w e re  t o t a l l y  

y i e l d e d  t o  t h e  c o n t ro l l i n g  p o w e r  o f  A l m i g h t y  G o d  e v e r y  m o m e n t  o f  

e v e ry  d a y ,  t h e  i m pa c t  w e  c o u l d  a n d  w o u l d  h a v e  f o r  G o d ’ s  s a k e  w o u l d  

b e  s t a g g e r i n g .  

C h o i c e s  a re  i n e v i t a bl e .  W e  c a n n o t  e s c a p e  t h e m .  B u t  o n e  c h o i c e  i s  

o f  p a ra m o u n t  i m p o r t a n c e ,  t h a t  o f  d e c i d i n g  w h o  w i l l  be  i n  c h a rg e  o f  

o u r  l i v e s .  D o  y o u  k n o w  h o w  J o s h u a  re s p o n d e d  w h e n  f a c e d  w i t h  t h a t  

c h o i c e ?  H e re ’ s  w h a t  h e  s a i d :  “ A s  f o r  m e  a n d  m y  h o u s e h o l d ,  w e  w i l l  

s e rv e  t h e  L o rd . ”  W i l l  y o u  d o  t h e  s a m e ?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

                                                  
       
                        

 

 

 

 
  

 
         
      

 

 

December 
 

 

2025 
  

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3               4             5 6 

 7:00 pm 

Finance  

Bldgs. & Grds 

 

 

 

 5:00 pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

WIC 900am – 

2:00pm 

 

7:00 pm Choir 

 

  

                         7 8 9                        10                                    11                    12                       13 

9:30 am 

Worship  

Service 

10:30 am 

Coffee hour 

Bell Choir 

Communion 

  

 

5:00 pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

 

7:00 pm Choir 

 

  

14 15 16 17 18                        19 20 

9:30 am 

Worship  

Service 

10:30 am 

Coffee hour 

Bell Choir 

 

7:00 pm 

Church 

Council 

 

 

 

5:00 pm  Girl 

Scouts 

 

 

7:00 pm Choir 

 

 

 10:00- Noon 

Diaper 

Distribution 
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9:30 am 

Worship 

Service 

10:30 am 

Coffee hour 

Bell Choir 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Christmas Eve 

8:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

  

                28 29                         30                                       31                                                                              

9:30 am 

Worship  

Service 

10:30 am 

Coffee hour 

Bell Choir 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

       



     

 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Singers 

Present 
 

Annual Christmas Concert  

Sunday, December 7 t h  7pm 

Mt.  Markham High School  

No admission Charge  

Refreshments after performance  

White Gift 

The Worship Board provides  Chris tmas gi f ts  to our  s ick 

and shut - ins each year.   This  year  they are gif t ing the 

2026 Daily  Guidepost .   The envelope marked “White 

Gif t  Of fer ing” are for  this  purpose.   Thank you for  your  

generosity.  

 

Tag Tree 

T h e  tag  t re e  is  i n  t h e  sa n ct u ar y.   Ea c h  ad u l t  ha s  o n e t ag  a nd  

e a c h c hi ld  has  two .   T h er e  ar e  s ugg es t io ns  o n  t he  ta gs  u se  

y o u r  o wn  judg eme n t  yo u  a re  n ot  re q ui red  to  p ur cha s e 

e v e ry t h ing .  T h e  d ead l i ne  to  r e t urn  g i f t s  i s  S u nd ay ,  D ec emb er  

1 4 t h .   P l ea s e ha v e t h em wr app ed an d  t h e  or ig in a l  t ag  t ap ed o n 

p ac k age .   T h is  w i l l  g iv e  u s  t im e t o  g e t  e ve ry t h ing  arr a nged  

a nd  r e ady  fo r  d e l i v er y  on  S a t urda y,  De c emb er  2 0 t h .  

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poinsettias 

W e  w i l l  b e  ad or ni n g  t he  s a nc t uar y  w i t h  p oi ns e t t i as  f o r  t h e   

C h r i s tm as  S e as o n.  

Please let  Luanne know if  you would like it  in 

memory of  loved one for  the bulletin.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keys to the Church 

Due to insurance and liability, the church council is preparing a record of who has 

keys to the church.  If you have keys, please let Luanne in the office know.  We 

would really appreciate your help.  Thank you. 

 

Mohawk Valley Choral Society 

Presents 

The Many Moods of Christmas  

Sunday, December 7, 2027 at 3:00 pm 

At the Faro de Luz Seventh Adventist Church 

1605 Genesee Street, Utica 

Please see Gail Royce or Cathy Wheat for tickets 

$15.00 for advanced and $18.00 at the door 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FEDERATED CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 337 

452 EAST MAIN STREET 

WEST WINFIELD, NY 13491 
 

 

 

 FAX:  315-822-6321 

CHURCH:  315-822-6321 

WEBSITE: 

WestWinfieldFederatedChurch.org 

E-MAIL: 

Fedchurch66@gmail.com 

 

 


